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tHe InsPIReD PReaCHInG in 
the book of Acts highlights the 
foundational truth that the gospel 
is about Jesus Christ. It is about 
His perfect life, His atoning death, 
His victorious resurrection, and 
His glorious ascension into heaven 
where He reigns as Lord of all. 
When people were confronted 
with these truths about Jesus, they 
became crushingly aware of their 
own sinfulness. It was at this point 
they were told how they should 
respond to the gospel.

Many of our friends and family 
are in this situation. They believe 
in the saving work of Jesus. They 
confess their own sinfulness. It is 

in the area of how they should re-
spond to the gospel that Satan has 
distorted their thinking. He de-
ceives some to believe no response 
is required because God will save 
the morally “good” people. He has 
others thinking they have done 
such awful things they could never 
be saved. But, perhaps the most 
prevalent way Satan works is by 
distorting the way people respond 
to the gospel. He substitutes a 
“prayer of faith,” an emotional 
experience, or a priest’s touch for 
God’s chosen response to the work 
of Jesus. As a result, people think 
they have received the grace of the 
gospel when they haven’t properly 
responded to it.

This is why it is important that we 
know how to clearly communicate 
the gospel message and that we 
know how people are to respond 
to it. One way to do this is through 
an approach I’ll call “The Gospel 
Response: Future, Present and 
Past.” This approach recognizes 
the unique contribution each sec-
tion of the New Testament makes 
to the story of salvation. Simply 
put, the gospel accounts, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, look for-
ward (future) to how people 
will be saved. The book of Acts 
describes how people are saved 
(present). The letters look back 
(past) on how believers were saved 
(see Figure 1).
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One advantage to this approach is all you need is your 
Bible. Sometimes people are turned off when you use 
a book in addition to the Bible. They feel like they 
are being indoctrinated into some system. Another 
advantage is that it is sequential. You just start at the 
beginning of the New Testament and work your way 
through to the end. This helps your friend trust that 
you’re not just jumping from one text to another to 
prove a point. A final advantage is this approach can 
be accomplished in one session. It usually takes about 
an hour. Here is how it works.

The setting: Select a quiet place where you can talk. 
Bring paper and pens for both you and your friend. 
You will help your friend write down their conclusions 
as you study through the text. This will be an invalu-
able resource for them in the future.

Their story: If your friend believes they are saved, 
begin by asking them to describe how they were saved. 
Make note of this on your paper. Don’t make any judg-
ments. Just listen at this point. You may use this later 
to show how what they did differs with what the Bible 
teaches.

The scriptures: The Gospels look forward to 
salvation. Turn their attention to the Bible by asking, 
“Have you ever read what Jesus said about how we 
should respond to the gospel?” After summarizing the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus, show them how 
the gospel accounts end with Jesus giving His apostles 
a great commission. Then read Matthew 28:19–20, 
Mark 16:15–16 and Luke 24:46–48. Make sure you 
and your friend write down each passage, and list the 
things Jesus told His disciples to do. You will develop a 
list that looks like Figure 2.

You may want to point out that the gospel of John 
doesn’t end the same way as Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
but you can go to John 3:1–21 and see what Jesus 
taught about being born again.

The scriptures: The Book of acts Describes How 
People are saved. At this point you ask your friend,  
“I wonder if the disciples did what Jesus told them to?” 

Then say, “Let’s turn to the book of Acts which shows 
exactly what the disciples did with the gospel of Jesus.”

Open to Acts 1 and tell the story of Jesus’ ascension 
and how the apostles were charged to be His witnesses 
(Acts 1:8). Then say, “The first time they preached 
Jesus is in Acts 2 and this is what happened . . .” Explain 
how Peter preached the gospel and how the people 
responded. Then, record on your paper everything 
the apostles did and how the people responded. You 
should have a list that looks exactly like the list you 
developed from the Great Commission statement of 
Jesus. Then tell your friend, “Isn’t it great? They did 
just what Jesus told them to do!”

Lead them to other conversion stories in Acts by 
saying, “Let’s see if people continued to respond to 
the gospel in the same way.” Remember to write each 
Scripture on your paper and list the things people did 
to respond to the gospel. Each story of conversion will 
allow you an opportunity to emphasize the proper re-
sponse to the gospel. Here is a list of conversion stories 
you can use and some things you can emphasize:

► The samaritans (acts 8:4–25). The gospel 
is for all! Everyone can teach the gospel 
(8:4). You don’t need some special degree 
or ordination.

What Jesus Taught The Apostles  
To Say About Salvation

Matthew 28:18–20

► Go make disciples

► Baptize

► Teach them all things

Mark 16:15–16

► Go preach to all

► Believe

► Baptized

► Saved

Luke 24:26–49
► Repentance

► Remission of sins

Figure 2
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► The ethiopian (acts 8:26–39). Preaching 
Jesus means teaching about baptism. 
Baptism was done immediately. Baptism is 
immersion.

► saul (acts 9:1–18; 22:1–16; 26:12–18). 
At this point I usually say, “Surely, out of 
all the people in the New Testament Saul 
(“Paul”) must be saved. Don’t you want 
to be saved like him?” Note that prayer 
and fasting did not take away Paul’s sins 
(22:16).

► Cornelius (acts 10:1–48; 11:1–18). The 
gospel is for all.

► lydia (acts 16:11–15). Salvation is followed 
by service to the saints.

► The Jailer (acts 16:25–34). Baptism is im-
mediate. Repentance is necessary.

► The ephesians (acts 19:1–20). They were 
receptive to the full teaching about Jesus. 
They sacrificially repented of their sins.

Many other conversion stories can be used, but these 
will suffice to show that people responded to the gos-
pel in just the same way Jesus said they should.

The scriptures: The letters look Back at salvation. 
Now, you are ready for the final section of the New 
Testament, the letters. Explain how the letters were 
written to Christians who often forgot to live out their 
faith in Jesus. Remembering how they were saved in 
the first place would help them get back on track.

You can use the following verses:

► Romans 5:1–11. The role of faith and the 
gospel.

► Romans 6:1–14. The role of baptism and 
the gospel. The necessity of repentance and 
faithfulness.

► Galatians 3:26–28. In a letter that con-
demns salvation by works Paul emphasizes 
the role of faith and baptism in salvation.

► Colossians 2:11–14. Salvation is God’s 
work, not ours.

► 1 Peter 3:21–22. Baptism saves one from 
the wrath of God.

I often draw simple pictures that represent the truths 
found in these passages for those who are more visu-
ally oriented. Many other Scriptures can be used, but 
again, these emphasize that believers responded to the 
gospel in the same way Jesus told them they should.

The summary: By this point your friend should have a 
clear understanding of how a person should respond 
to the gospel. You might tell them how you responded 
to Jesus and received forgiveness. You might ask them 
how their salvation story compares to what you’ve just 
studied. If they need to be baptized for the forgiveness 
of their sins or repent of some sin or start living more 
faithfully, encourage them to act on these things.

When these things were taught, the Bible says, 
“Believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multi-
tudes of both men and women” (Acts 5:14). May it be 
so today!
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A Basic Study Plan
Jesus the Way is an excellent 7- lesson 
Bible study course by Sewell Hall to 
study with non-Christians. 

It is an easy-to-use guide in a home 
Bible study.

These 7 lessons are available at our 
website, www.focusmagazine.org, in 
either Microsoft Publisher or Adobe 
PDF formats.


